City of Alexandria, Virginia

MEMORANDUM
DATE: APRIL 25, 2005
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: BUDGET MEMO #_117 : COMPARISON OF CRIME STATISTICS AND
FUNDING

This memorandum is in response to Councilman Gaines’ request for regional comparative crime
statistics; the revenue jurisdictions spent on public safety in recent years; and how other jurisdictions
are faring with public safety and how they are funding public safety.

Comparative Crimes Statistics

The attached schedule (1) displays comparative Part I Crimes statistics for the year ending December
31, 2003 (the most recent year when all comparative data is available). The schedule includes Part
I Crimes data for the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Prince William, Montgomery (MD) and Prince
Georges (MD) and the cities of Richmond, Roanoke, Norfolk, Newport News and Hampton. The
schedule is separated between Violent Crimes (homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated assault); and
Property Crimes (burglary, auto theft and larceny).

Per the Washington Council of Governments (COG), the Washington Metropolitan Area
experienced an overall decrease in Part I Crimes of 5.6% which included federal agencies. Over the
same time period, Virginia as a whole saw an overall decrease of 7.2% in Part I Crimes, while
Maryland saw a decrease of 3.1%. The City of Alexandria experienced an overall decrease 0£10.4%
in Part I Crimes from 2002 to 2003.

Public Safety Expenditures

The attached schedule (2) is based on Comparative Report of Local Government Revenues and
Expenditures For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2004 compiled by the Virginia Auditor of Public
Accounts. This report provides the General Assembly and governing bodies and officers of
Virginia’s counties, cities and towns an only somewhat helpful way to review local government
fiscal activities. The attached schedule (2) compares the public safety expenditures and revenues of
Arlington, Fairfax, and Prince William Counties and the cities of Roanoke, Richmond, Norfolk,
Newport News and Hampton. Public Safety as defined by the Auditor of Public Accounts is Law
Enforcement and Traffic Control, Fire and Rescue Services, Correction and Detention, Inspections
and Other Protection. As local circumstances vary, and local accounting of where costs and revenues
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ShOW. in the budget .al.so vary greatly, these comparisons have limitations as to their usefulness. Also
the higher cos? of living (and resulting higher public employee salaries) in Northern Virginia ofteI;
make comparisons of costs with down-state localities not at all useful for analysis or decision

it

making.
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